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NCCC’s Ticonderoga campus 
has a long history and legacy

By Chris Knight
NCCC DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

TICONDEROGA | Th ere’s a reason Selina LeMay-Klip-
pel drives roughly an hour every day to get from her home 
in Minerva to her job at North Country Community Col-
lege’s Ticonderoga campus.

It’s not because she enjoys the winding, mountainous and 
often snowy commute.

“It’s because of our students,” said LeMay-Klippel, a 
nursing professor and the college’s Ticonderoga campus 
coordinator. “Th ey’re dedicated. Th ey’re driven. 
Th ey want to change their lives and do some-
thing diff erent. 

“Th ey’re taking a lot of risk, maybe putting 
their jobs in jeopardy, to come to school. 
Th eir families are feeling the pain of mom 
or dad not being there all the time. A lot 
of times their marriages are taxed by it. 
But they just want a better life for their 
children or their families.

“Th at’s what makes me drive here every 
day. Sometimes I think, ‘Why am I doing 
this?’ But then I think, ‘If someone wants their 
life changed that much, I need to do everything I 
can to help them with it.’”

Th at’s been the backbone of North Country Community 
College over its 50-year history – caring, dedicated faculty 
and staff . Committed, hard-working students. 

Th e numbers help illustrate that story. More than 57,000 
people have taken credit-bearing classes at the college since 
it opened its doors in the fall of 1968. It’s had more than 
14,000 graduates since its fi rst commencement in June 1969. 

From a handful of initial programs at two sites when it 
fi rst started, the college now off ers 27 degrees and certi-
fi cations across its three campuses: Saranac Lake, Malone 
and Ticonderoga.

“North Country was and still is the fi rst, best hope for 
so many people in our rural area,” said Dr. Gail Rogers 
Rice, who joined the college as an adjunct instructor in 
1968 and in 1992 became its fi rst woman president. “Th ey 
want a diff erent life. Th ey’re reaching for something pos-
itive. Creating promise for the future is so much a part of 
the community college.”

GETTING STARTED
North Country Community College got off  the ground in 

Saranac Lake, where an informal local group was formed in 
1964 to pursue the idea of creating a two-year college. Th e 
state Board of Regents ultimately agreed to fund a $30,000 
study of the college educational needs of the area. It rec-
ommended formation of a community college sponsored by 
Essex and Franklin counties. 

In February 1966, the two counties petitioned the state to 
establish the proposed college, and the state Board of Regents 
granted its approval in May of that year.  Th e original plan 
was for the college to launch in September 1967, but the 
process of organizing a college Board of Trustees took longer 
than anticipated, so the opening was postponed for a year.

Th e college fi nally opened on Monday, Sept. 16, 1968 in 

the former General Hospital of Saranac 
Lake. It also launched with an “exten-

sion division” in Malone, after North 
Country absorbed the Malone School of 

Practical Nursing.

E-TOWN, TI BEGINNINGS
Beginning in the fall of 1969, the college off ered classes 

for part-time students at the Elizabethtown Continuing 
Education Center, which had been started by Plattsburgh 
State University and civic groups in Elizabethtown.

Th e classes were successful, and the following year NCCC 
opened a new extension center at Hubbard Hall, a former 
hospital building on Court Street in Elizabethtown. Di-
rected by Arthur Clark, it off ered eleven courses including 
drawing, accounting, mathematics and English composi-
tion. Th ere were 66 part-time students enrolled for the Eliz-
abethtown Extension Center’s fi rst semester.

In February 1971, the college off ered extension classes 
in Ticonderoga for the fi rst time. Th ey were held in the 
auditorium of the Ticonderoga Community Building and 
the conference room of an International Paper building on 
Tower Avenue. Th e move to establish an extension program 
in Ticonderoga was led by then-Mayor John Dreimiller.

 “While it will, of necessity, be a modest beginning, there 
seems every likelihood that the program may be expand-
ed for the semester beginning next fall and eventually an 
Extension Center can be located here,” Dreimiller told the 
Ticonderoga Sentinel at the time.

Th at proved to be the case, as Ticonderoga became an 
offi  cial college extension that fall.

BRANCH CAMPUS
By the start of the fall semester in 1974, North Country 

was delivering extension classes in six Essex County towns: 
Elizabethtown, Ticonderoga, Port Henry, Schroon Lake, 
Willsboro and Crown Point. Th e classes off ered in Ticon-
deroga then ranged from Irish literature and public speak-
ing to art workshop and general psychology.

A major milestone for the college’s Ticonderoga presence 
came in December 1982 when the state approved a branch 

campus designation. 

“Th is amendment to the state university’s master plan is 
an important milestone in our college’s history,” said David 
Petty, North Country’s president at the time. “As a branch 
campus, our Ticonderoga campus will be better able to serve 
the needs of the residents of Essex County.” 

Under the new designation, the Ticonderoga campus 
was able to develop academic programs distinct from those 
off ered on the main Saranac Lake campus. For example, 
the college worked with International Paper to develop a 
one-year certifi cate program in pulp and paper technology.
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(518) 585-6262 
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AMERICAN LEGION
Post 224

Christ Centered
Family Oriented

Second Blessings Thrift Store
Tue., Thurs. & Sat. 10-2:00PM

SERVICE:
Sunday 9:30AM

7 Park Avenue • Crown Point, New York 12928
Rev. David C. Hirtle, Pastor 

www.brickchurchonline.com • 518-597-3398
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MOVING AROUND
Th roughout much of the 1980s and early 

1990s the college had occupied the Com-
munity Building, which was owned by the 
village of Ticonderoga. After the village 
dissolved in 1992, the building was taken 
over by the town of Ticonderoga, which 
later decided to relocate its offi  ces from the 
local armory to the Community Building. 
Th e college then had to fi nd a new home for 
its Ticonderoga campus.

For a brief time, it rented space in the old 
train station off  of Champlain Avenue before 
moving into a pair of downtown storefronts: 
105 and 113 Montcalm Street. Anne Lincoln, 
a long-time biology professor at the college, 
started as an adjunct at the Ticonderoga 
campus in 1996.

“Th e college rented a storefront and ren-
ovated it for classes. Th en they proceeded a 
couple doors down to renovate another one 
that we used as a science lab,” Lincoln re-
called. “Th e basement was so scary there. 
To go down there and check the breakers 
or something you wanted three people to 
go with you for fear of who knows what.”

Rice described the situation as “dreadful.” 

“We got new computers one time, and 
we put them in one of those storefronts, but 
the roof leaked,” she said.  “Th e seagulls or 
pigeons would sit on the top of the roof, and 
sure enough it leaked and all the manure 
came through the roof and onto the new 
computers. It was a constant adventure to 

say the least.”

“Th e rooms were very small and it was 
cramped,” recalled social science instructor 
Tom McGrath, who came to the college as 
an adjunct in 2003. “We had a lot of fun on 
Main Street but it didn’t feel like a campus.”

NEW CAMPUS
Th at all changed in September 2005, when 

the college dedicated a new, 18,000-square-
foot Ticonderoga campus building overlook-
ing the LaChute River. It includes a Learning 

Assistance Center, six general classrooms, 
a student lounge, kitchen, offi  ce space and 
laboratory space for computers and biology 
classes. It remains the only “new” building 
on any of the college’s three campuses.

“When they built this place and we moved 
up here, it was like. ‘Wow. Th is is beautiful.’ 
We really appreciated it,” McGrath said. 

“Having this building has really stepped 
it up and made our students feel like, ‘Yes, 
you’re going to college,’” Lincoln added. 

Th e following year, the college received 

state approval to expand its licensed prac-
tical nursing program to the Ticonderoga 
campus. In addition to nursing programs, 
the Ticonderoga campus also off ers liberal 
arts, health science and individual studies 
degrees, along with several certifi cate pro-
grams. College offi  cials continue to explore 
other program off erings for the campus.

THE ATMOSPHERE
When he came to the Ti campus, McGrath 

said he wasn’t sure what the students would 
be like. Th e one thing that’s been consis-
tent, however, has been the quality of the 
students,” he said.

“Th ey come in. Th ey’re always willing to 
learn. Th ey are polite, respectful, easy going, 
fun,” McGrath said. “It makes it fun because 
they like to be here.”

“You feel like the students need you,” Lincoln 
added. “Especially if you see them for several 
years, you really see them grow and change. 
Th ey have so many more challenges than the 
average student. It has a satisfaction and a 
frustration at the same time.”

Both McGrath and Lincoln also said there’s 
a unique atmosphere to the Ticonderoga 
campus. McGrath said it has a real “com-
munity feel” because many of the students 
are from surrounding towns. He also cred-
ited LeMay-Klippel with creating a more 
welcoming and attractive campus by adding 
new art work, furniture and repainting the 
building’s classrooms and hallways in the 
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last two years.  

“The feeling of a place is so im-
portant to me,” LeMay-Klippel 
explained. “When you used to 
walk in, it was so sterile. There 
was no personality in the build-
ing. When I would come in the 
morning, and class would start 
at 9:30, the students would show 
up at 9:28. Now when I get to 
school at 8 a.m., I have people in 
the parking lot waiting to get in. 
They’re here all the time. And the 
only things that have changed are 
the surroundings and the atmo-
sphere. I think it’s made a huge 
difference.”

CAMRADERIE
Faculty and staff camaraderie is 

also a hallmark of the Ticondero-
ga campus, LeMay-Klippel said. 

“We’re great at supporting each 
other, but we also like to have 
some fun,” she said. “We like 
to enjoy each other and I think 
the common denominator in all 
this is we all love our students.”

“The faculty are always willing 
to go the extra mile to help stu-
dents,” McGrath said. “I think 
that’s another reason the students 
like it here. They don’t feel like 
they’re just being thrown into 
the mix. I think they feel like 
the faculty care about them doing 

well.”

The Ticonderoga campus has 
benefited from many long-serving 
adjunct faculty like Lincoln and 
McGrath who take on multiple 
responsibilities. When he’s not 
in the classroom, McGrath also 
oversees the Learning Assistance 
Center on campus.

“It isn’t like you 
just come in, teach 
your class and then 
you leave,” he said. 
“We’re advising our 
students. We’re tutor-
ing them. That extra 
support is very helpful, 
especially for students 
who are struggling.” 

POTENTIAL
The faculty and 

staff at the Ticon-
deroga campus say it 
has tremendous po-
tential, but it needs 
to be cultivated as NCCC begins 
its next 50 years. McGrath said 
the college needs to get more in-
volved with the local community, 
“to increase our visibility and so 
they think about the college in-
stinctively.” College leaders have 
taken a step in that direction re-
cently with the launch of a Ti-
conderoga Campus Community 

Advisory Board made up of busi-
ness, government and education 
stakeholders.

“We need to get involved with 
the business community and reach 
out to the parents of local kids, so 
they might start to think about 
sending them here for two years 
and the cost savings of living at 

home as opposed to 
a four-year school,” 
McGrath said. “We 
have to promote the 
idea that we can get 
you ready if you want 
to move on to a four-
year school.”

“We need more 
programs,” Le-
May-Klippel said. 
“Many students want 
to work up to their 
BSN or bachelor’s, 
and that’s great, but 
we also have students 
who need a quicker 
fix in the form of a 

job. That’s why I’ve really pushed 
for and asked for those kinds of 
programs, like Human Services 
or AOS programs that put the 
opportunity for students to turn 
around in a year or two years and 
have a good job.

“Our focus is on the potential 
we have here. We’re willing to do 

any amount of work that needs 
to be done to better our school.”

SUCCESS 
STORIES

The Ticonderoga campus faculty 
say they don’t have to go far to see 
how successful their students have 
become. Two years ago, Lincoln 
said her husband had a knee re-
placement at Adirondack Medical 
Center in Saranac Lake. 

“I walked down the hall looking 
for something, walked into the 
nurse’s room and there were all 
these smiling faces that I had as 
students,” she said. “I was so glad 
they were there because I knew 
them as students and knew what 
type of people they were. I’m like, 
‘I’m so glad you’re here to take 
care of my husband.’

“Then he went to Elizabeth-
town (Community Hospital) for 
rehab after that, and the same 
thing happened. I ran into Saranac 
Lake and Ticonderoga students. 
I’m constantly running into them. 
They are succeeding in what they 
do. That feels very good. Their 
success stories are just beyond 
what we can even count.”

“We’re 

great at 

supporting 

each other, 

but we also 

like to have 
some fun.”

518-493-6300
fax: 518-493-6301

mon., wed., fri. 9am-5pm  ı  tues., thurs. 9am-4pm

We have a wide variety of vitamins, herbs and supplements 
in our Remedy Room. We carry an ample supply of 
vitamins, minerals and supplements that can improve your 
health and physical well-being. 

For those of you who don’t like taking capsules or tablets, 
we also have a variety of tea ready herbs. Our organic 
products are here as an alternative to the mainstream self 
care products that are available.

ONDAMED WAVE MACHINE

Electromagnetic pulse frequency works with bio 
feedback, helps to quit smoking, addiction, deals 
with micro-organisms and pain management, 
asthma, muscle pain, anxiety and much more. 
Can also be used on pets.
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